















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































strategies along with self-care are some of the ways in which students can 
support their own stress management (Maidment, 2013). Another skill area that 
has gained increasingly attention within social work research is the ability to 
manage conflict, aggression and safety: (Maidment, 2003; O’Connor et al, 2009; 
























Younger students have much to learn in terms of self-awareness, assessment 
skills and confidence in communicating with a wide range of people (Bogo et al, 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































online	resources	in	the	classroom	help	students	begin to formulate understanding 
around ethical practice online	(Goldingay	&	Boddy,	2017).  This needs to be 
accompanied by some guidance around cellphone and social media etiquette in 
social work practice (Goldingay	&	Boddy,	2017).		Boddy	&	Dominelli	(2017),	
Kimball	and	Kim	(2013),	and	Voshel	and	Wesala	(2015) have put together clear 
guidelines for students to consider when using communication technology.  
These include the critical analysis of what, why and where information is shared 
using communication technology	(Kimball	&	Kim,	2013).		There is a tendency for 
students to ignore education within the academy if it contradicts practice social 
workers opinion.   Guidance around communication technology therefore needs 
to happen with collaboration of the wider social work community (Smeby & 





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































work	student	skills	prior	to	placement.	You are free to use another name during your 









































Guide Questions and Statements for Semi-structured Interviews 
Thanks for taking the time to talk to me about this research project.  I’m going to ask you some questions 
however feel free to add any information that you think is important.  While I’m going to ask some 
personal details around the sector you work in and your ethnicity you are under no obligation to give this 
to me and this will not be published.  After this interview is finished I will transcribe our conversation 
and send you this in a word document in order that you can review what we have discussed and make 
changes if you want to.   
To start things off can you tell me a little bit about you social work practice background and your initial 
training? 
What kind of qualification did you do? 
Do you remember what kind of skills you learnt within your training? 
What were these? 
Were these skills taught to you within your academic work?  Within your placement? Or prior to coming 
to your Social Work Qualification. 
What areas have you worked with during your social work career?   
What kind of skills do you think are important for you to have in your social work generally? 
In the area that you work in specifically? 
How long have you provided fieldwork education for? 
How many students have you worked with? 
What are the most important skills students need? 
Why are these important? 
Do you think that these skills can be taught prior to placement? 
What skills can be taught in the classroom and what can be only taught on placement? 
Previous research has shown that some social workers feel that these areas of skills are important (name 
any that haven’t been used in the interview from the following categories:  assessment, communication, 
formal writing, technology, self reflection, self knowledge, bi-cultural, working with difference) 
What do you think about this? 
 
	 105	
Is there anything you would like to add to what we have talked about?  Anything else you think is 
important skills to have prior to placement? 
To finish off do you mind if I ask what ethnicity you identify as?  
Thanks very much.   
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